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Informal Comments on Your Draft Concerning Discontent 
in East Germany 



After a Quick reading, I find that I an in substantial agree- 

oftwS eaCt be aatioipTted. Of possible we to you, I am 
™.™,inni. a fair of thsso vaya since tho fore of U.S. action 
SSTSMTlW-S to the fin i» -A* .erioua trouble 
might arise. 

1. A large group of workers in one central P oln J' ••£•».. „ 
Fast Berlin, mightenW in a passive strike or a public meeting 
to voice grievance. 

2. Similar action might be taken by workers or -"^cnts at 

physical force, as it did in 19£3. 

3. East German workers night appeal to the Feder al ^public 
fnr. h«io If so. such an appeal would raise somewhat different 
oro^Ss'for the'u!^ than Wd a direct appeal from the East 
flSSns to the U.S. or the three Western powers in .est Jerlin, 
ptSllrly if ^ Federal Republic wanted to respond to the appeal. 

lu Should a sudden rumor circulate none J"* *^ *J£ 
travel to ,'est ifcrlin or to Jest Germany would be cut off, there 

sftsjyeSjKr^sKAHs. 

TcloS ^^0 auSorlties «M those ««feg passage 
across the border. 

£. Should 



;;i£;Kt 



5« Should incidents develop which- East Gorman security 
forces would regard as potentially serious, it seems quite 
probable that they would take sters having the effect of 
interfering not only with the ■nover-.cnt of East Germans but 
also with the -.ovon^nt on Vic r;round of I.'est Gorman nat^nals, 
and possibly '.'o3t i^rlinors or members of the occupation lv-ces 
seeking to transit the "-oviet zone. The 3ane circumstances 
night also result in East German action of some kind against 
the U.S. Potsdam Mission. 

I think that we con assume that the West would be accused 
of provocation in any event should trouble arise in East Germany. 
It would seem very important that the West scrupulously refrain 
from actions or statements which might incite East German unrest 
unless there had barn a prior decision to carry through positively 
a response to any request from the East for help. 

In considering courses of action which might be token after 
an Incident had arisen, there might be circumstances under which 
an East German request for help might be deflected. For example, 
the East Germans might bo induced to appeal to the United Nations 
to sponsor an immediate secret vote on reunification) they might 
appeal for food and consumer goodcj they might appeal for a 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from East Germany; they might merely 
ar>peol for the continued right to move frcoly within Berlin under 
existing four-power agreements and call for the free movement of 
Germans between the two parts of Germany, Each of these represents 
the kind of action on which the West should be able to muster 
considerable moral support while sidestepping the more critical 
kind of appeal for direct military help. Even if combined Soviet 
and East German security forces prevented any favorable action on 
such appeals, the public posture of the West would be considerably 
improved and the stature of the East German regime would probably 
take an immediate embarrassing drop. 
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